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TTI Executive Forum to explore industry’s pressing issues
Travel Technology Initiative is planning to hold an Executive Forum in December.  Senior management from across the travel industry will explore the industry’s most pressing business process and technological issues.  

The Forum will use Open Space methodology where delegates set their own agenda for the day.  Delegates will be seated in the round to explore issues that are of true concern and then break out into separate meetings to debate the issues in more detail.  The day will end with delegates voting on which issues need the most urgent attention.
The Executive Forum is being held at the prestige conference location of Beaumont House in Windsor.  Attendance at the event will be by invitation only.  
The objective for the Forum  will be to set TTI’s agenda for the coming years, to ensure its projects address the real needs of the industry.  Mick Mott, General Manager of TTI stated, “It is very important that TTI’s project work remains focused on the issues that are of most concern to travel companies.  We are inviting the senior captains of the travel industry to the Executive Forum in the expectation that they will be able to give voice to those matters that TTI urgently needs to address in its project work.”
“The outcome of the day will be a remit from the industry to set-up TTI working parties to tackle the industry’s concerns.  TTI is a cooperative organisation and so the working parties will be made up of managers from the travel companies themselves, facilitated by TTI to move the whole industry forward.  TTI will be helping the travel industry to help itself.”

It is expected that invitations will be sent out by TTI in four to five weeks time.

- END -

Notes to editors:

About TTI (Travel Technology Initiative)

TTI (www.tti.org) was formed in 1989 as the Travel Technology Initiative to develop common technology standards for the UK travel industry making it easier for agents and suppliers to communicate with each other.  
It is in the forefront of the development of XML standards for the travel industry.  (XML is the language used by computer systems to share information.)  It recently set a new strategy to widen its remit, so that its project work now includes all matters relating to travel industry business processes and technology.

From an organisation with a handful of members, the body has extended its reach to mainland Europe and the USA with representatives from 150 companies in the UK and on the Continent.  Membership is drawn from across the travel industry, including tour operators, travel agents, GDSs, ferry operators, system suppliers and industry bodies. Existing TTI members include MyTravel, Thomas Cook, First Choice, Cosmos, TUI UK, Telewest, ntl Business, Stena Line and Brittany Ferries.

